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1400 So. 19th

Bozeman, MT 59715 September 21, 1993

TO: Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 201704, Helena, MT 59620-

1704

Dept. of Health & Environmental Sciences, Director's Office, Cogswell Building, POB 200901,

Helena, MT 59620-0901

Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office

Parks Division

Fisheries Division-Bruce Rehwinkel

Wildlife Division

Lands Section

Design and Construction

Legal Unit

Mary Ellen McDonald

Karen Hillstrom (Parks Division, Helena)

Lee Flath

Bob Brannon

Joel Peterson

Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 201202, Helena, MT
59620-1202

Montana State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., POB 201800, Helena, MT 59620-1800

Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT 59624

Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624

George Ochenski, POB 689, Helena, MT 59624

Jefferson County Commissioners, Courthouse, Boulder, MT 59632

Jerry DiMarco, 2708 W. Mendenhall, Bozeman, MT 59715

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the Giannini property acquisition

adjacent to Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park, and is submitted for your consideration. Questions and

comments will be accepted until 5 p.m., October 15, 1993. If you have questions, feel free to contact

me at 994-4042. All comments should be sent to the undersigned at 1400 S. 19th, Bozeman, MT 59715

Thank you for your interest.
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Richard Vincent

A«ontana state l/brary

Acting Regional Supervisor ^i^lena, Montana 59620





DRAFT
MEPA/NEPA/HB495 CHECKLIST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Proposed State Action Land acquisition adjacent to state park.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action Montana Department of Fish. Wildlife and

Parks

3. Name of Project Giannini property acquisition - Lewis and Clark Caverns State

Park

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency)

Agency

5. If Applicable: Not a construction project.

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date

Estimated Completion Date

Current Status of Project Design (% complete)

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)

Jefferson County, the Keystone Placer Mining Claim, Patent Number 1059743 being

lot 4 in Section 18, Township 1 North, Range 2 West, P.M.M. (38.03 acres), and

S'A NEy4, NWy4 NEy4, in section 18, Township 1 North, Range 2 West, P.M.M. (120

acres)

7. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are

currently:

(a) Developed: (d) Floodplain acresDeveloped:



9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project including the Benefits and
Purpose of the Proposed Action,

The proposed action is to purchase 2 parcels of land (1 58.03 acres) adjacent to Lewis

and Clark Caverns State Park. The 38.03 acre parcel lies adjacent to the south

boundary of the park. The 120 acre parcel is surrounded on three sides by the park

along the north boundary of the park. The property is being offered for sale by Gary

Giannini, the Personal Representative of the Estate of Ruth E. Link, deceased. Louie

and Ruth Link were former concessionaires at Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park and

the property is commonly referred to as the Link Property. The purpose of the

proposed action is to consolidate available acreage into the state park to protect scenic

and recreational values from incompatible commercial activity or development. The
120 acre parcel is virtually an inholding within the park boundary. The 36.03 acre

parcel is a patented mining claim adjacent to the park.

Purchase of this property would benefit the state park by eliminating the possibility

that these properties could be developed in a manner that would jeopardize natural,

scenic or recreational values inherent to the park. In addition, public recreation

opportunities would be enhanced with the larger land base. Finally, consolidation of

the checker board land ownership pattern will result in more efficient and effective land

management.

10. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additional

jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:

Aoencv Name Permit Date Filed/#

N/A

(b) Funding:

Agency Name Funding Amount

N/A

(c) Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

Aoencv Name Type of Responsibility

N/A

1

1

. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:

None



PART H. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

W. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result in:



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

3. WATER

Will the proposed action result in:



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

4. VEGETATION

H|ill the proposed action result in:



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

5. FISHAVILDLIFE

Will the proposed action result in:



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

7. LAND USE

J^'fill the proposed action result in:



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Will the proposed action result in:



lOb. The Jefferson County Assessor's office reported that both parcels are recorded as grazing land and their assessed values are based on this designation.

The 38.03 acre parcel's current market value is $56 and was assessed $2.99 in property taxes in 1992. The 120 acre parcel's current market value is

$176 and was assessed $9.31 in property taxes in 1992. The loss to the county tax base for the two parcels (based on 1992 figures) would be $12.30
annually.

^'^^. A revenue source for purchase of this property has not definitively been established at this time. A possible FWP land trade may result in surplus

land values for the Department which could be applied towards the purchase of the two GianninI parcels at Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park.

10f. The maintenance costs for the two parcels would be minimal as the property would be left in it's natural state. Weed control efforts would not exceed

$50 per year. Money for this work would come from the existing park budget. The Caverns budget sources are earned revenue, accommodations tax and

general fund.

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

11. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

Will the proposed action result in:



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT



2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the proposed action whenever
alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be innplemented:

^jkvo alternatives have been considered for this proposal:

1

.

Purchase the two parcels of Giannini property (1 58.03) acres at appraised value ($9,500) with funding source to be
determined.

2. Do not pursue, purchase and acquisition of the Giannini property (no action alternative).

Analysis and Implementation Discussion of Alternatives

Alternative 1 - Purchase Giannini Property (158.03 acres)

Under this alternative the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks would purchase at appraised value ($9,500) the
two parcels of Giannini property, totalling 158.03 acres as funding became available. At the present time, the availability

of funding and a funding source have not been identified.

Implementation of this alternative would have no impacts on the physical environment. Protection of natural, scenic and
recreational values would be afforded the property with state ownership. Acquisition of the property by Montana State Parks
would prevent private ownership and incompatible development on these lands immediately adjacent to Montana's first and
most recognized state park. This action would further buffer the interior of the park from the effects of commercial activity

or development and would consolidate ownership in a pattern that would result in more effective and efficient land

management. The increased land base at Lewis and Clark Caverns would enhance the recreational opportunities available

at this park.

Acquisition of this property would result in minor impacts to the human environment, specifically that 1 58.03 acres of private

land from which property taxes are paid to Jefferson County would be removed from the tax rolls. This alternative would,
in addition, preclude commercial development of this property into the future. The land is currently being used for no
commercial purposes.

"ternative 2 - No Action/Do Not seek to acquire the Giannini Property.

This alternative would leave the property on the real estate market as the land is currently being advertised for sale. Eventual
sale of the property to private interests could result in a wide range of ultimate outcomes. This range could vary from the
property being left idle to the property being used for an incompatible development or commercial activity which could
threaten natural, scenic, environmental and recreational values of Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park. Under this alternative

the property would remain on county tax rolls and continue to provide property tax income to Jefferson County.

3. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency or another
government agency:

None

4. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES /NO If an EIS is not required, explain why
the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:

An E.A. is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action, because there are no impacts to the physical environment
and few, minor impacts to the human environment.

11



5. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity and the seriousness of the

environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate under the

circumstances?

t,
The appropriate level of public involvement is the publication of 1 legal notice in the Helena Independent Record, and the

Bozeman Daily Chronicle advertising the availability of copies of the E.A. and the dates of the 14 day comment period.

6. Duration of comment period if any:

October 1st through 5 p.m., October 15, 1993

7. Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for Preparing the EA:

Jerry Walker

Regional State Park Manager
1400 S. 19th

Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 994-4042

#

12



PART Hi. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT

Property Appraisal Report Summary:

in March of 1 993, the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks contracted with Daniel R. and Glenn D. McCloy, 4458
Annette Park Dr., Bozeman, to conduct an appraisal of the subject property. They reported a market value of $9,500
effective June 4, 1993. The value was estimated to be $60 per acre for both tracts.

The report listed the following unusual features affecting subject's highest and best use:

- The property has no legal access except for across state or private land.

- There are no roads to or on the property.

- The property is not fenced and there is no developed water source.

- The terrain is steep, rocky and grass is sparse.

- The property has no natural amenities such as river frontage or forest.

- The property is not large enough to be a private hunting reserve.

The report concluded that the highest and best use of the property is for assemblage to the Lewis and Clark State Park.

13
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1400 So. 19th

Bozeman, MT 59715 October 26, 1993

TO: Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 201704, Helena, MT 59620-

1704

Dept. of Health & Environmental Sciences, Director's Office, Cogswell Building, POB 200901,

Helena, MT 59620-0901

Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office

Parks Division

Fisheries Division-Bruce Rehwinkel

Wildlife Division

Lands Section

Design and Construction

Legal Unit

Mary Ellen McDonald

Karen Hillstrom (Parks Division, Helena)

Lee Flath

Bob Brannon

Joel Peterson

Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 201202, Helena, MT
59620-1202

Montana State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., POB 201800, Helena, MT 59620-1800

Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT 59624

Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624

George Ochenski, POB 689, Helena, MT 59624

Jefferson County Commissioners, Courthouse, Boulder, MT 59632

Jerry DiMarco, 2708 W. Mendenhall, Bozeman, MT 59715

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Please find attached the Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact for acquisition of the

Giannini Property adjacent to Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park.

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,

Richard Vincent

Acting Regional Supervisor
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Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact
For Acquisition of the Giannini Property

Adjacent to Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park

Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Region 3

1400 S. 19th
Bozeman, MT 59715

t

November, 1993

Description of Proposed Action:

The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks proposes to
acquire fee title to two parcels of land, totalling 158 acres,
owned by Gary Giannini, adjacent to Lewis and Clark Caverns State
Park. The action will consolidate available acreage into the park
to protect scenic and recreational values from incompatible
commercial activity or development.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

:

Based on the analysis in the Environmental Assessment (EA) , I

find Alternative 1, Purchase Giannini Property, to be the preferred
alternative to buffer the interior of the park from the effects of
commercial activity or development and to consolidate ownership in
a pattern that would enhance recreational opportunities available
at this park. No comments were received on this proposed action.
The draft EA will be accepted as the final EA with no changes.

I have evaluated the EA and applicable laws, regulations, and
policies and have determined that this action will not have a
significant effect on the human environment. Therefore, an
environmental impact statement will not be prepared.

The final Environmental Assessment, and the FONSI may be
viewed at or obtained from the Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, Region 3, Bozeman, Montana. Please direct requests and
questions to:

Dick Vincent, Acting Regional Supervisor
1400 S. 19th
Bozeman, MT 59715
(406) 994-4042
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